BETTY CUNINGHAM GALLERY

PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

IT°S ALL SPIRITUAL
Art from Tribal Cultures

Dates: June 7, 2007 — July 27, 2007
Opening Reception: Thursday, June 7, 6 — 8 pm
Hours of Operation: Tuesday — Saturday, 10 am — 6 pm

On June 7" through July 27", Betty Cuningham Gallery will host an exhibition of Tribal Art curated by Alan
Steele in the gallery on West 25" Street in Chelsea, New York.

The title of the show “It’s All Spiritual” reflects the belief that all great art - to some degree or another - has a
spiritual component and that nowhere is this seen better than in the tribal arts from remote cultures throughout
the world. Here the spiritual and functional collide and the result is a formal beauty which can be appreciated

universally.

The objects come from a variety of regions and cultures including Native American, Meso American,
Melanesian, Polynesian, Indonesian, African and Chinese. Each piece has been selected by Alan Steele for its
unique qualities including rarity, age, intrinsic beauty and relevance to contemporary art. The pieces have been
gathered from many important private and public collections.

Early pieces include an Olmec Figure from Meso America circa 500-1100 BC, an early Classic Mimbres Bowl
from New Mexico, circa 1000, a Native American Navajo Stripe Blanket from the Southwest, circa early
nineteenth century, and a rare and complete Tapa Cloth from Tahiti from the early 19" century.

Other works include, a Yao Mask from Southern China, circa 18" to 19" century, a Native American Sioux
Victory Dance Wand, Northern Plains, circa 19" century, a Native American Sioux Muslin Exploit Painting of
the 1880’s painted by Cante-Wanika (No Heart,) a Tabar Island, Marada Figure Rain Maker from Northeast
Coast, New Ireland circa late 19" century and a Fang Reliquary figure from Gabon, Africa, circa early 20"
century.

Based in New York, Alan Steele is known as a tribal art specialist and academic. He has been dealing in tribal
art since 1980 and specializes in Native American, African and Oceanic cultures. Other curatorial assignments
include the tribal section of Brazil Body and Soul at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in 2001.

For further information and/or photographs, please contact the gallery at: 212 242 2772 or
info@bettycuninghamgallery.com
Next exhibition: Gordon Moore, New Paintings: September 6 — October 13, 2007
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