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In 1949, two young, aspiring artisBhilip PearlsteimndAndy Warhol bought bus tickets out of Pittsburgh. They
arrived in New York with a few shopping bags stuffed with clothes, art Egpjgind little else. This summer,
the Andy WarholMuseumtracks the friendship and flight of the two painters, along with fellow clasdbwateghy
Cantor from their industrial hometown to the lodestar of the 1950s art world. Through paintings and dsawings
bolstered by a bewitching cache of ephemera including photos of the friends painting in class or lounging on the

beacld fPearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:FromPittsburghto NewYorkd b al ances t he | egiateei es of

end, followed distinctly dferenttrajectories.

Andy Warhol, Dorothy Cantor, and Philip Pearlstein on Carnegie Institute of Technology campus, ca. 1948, courtesy ofeee®firch

American Art, Smithsonian Institution. Photo by Leonard Kessler.
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While Warhol is one of the greatestists of the last century, Cantor is largely unknown, and Pearlstein has seen

success and recognition, but has flown just under the international radar. The exhibition hinges on the years when

the three artists met, while attending Carnegie Tech intieln® 4 0 s . Pearl steindés tuition w
Bill; his college years were interrupted by a tour in Italy. Prior to the war, he won the National Scholastic High

School Art competition, establishing himself as something of a Pittsburgh celebhign Warhol installed his easel

next to Pearlsteinés in 1946, during a painting cour se.
Pearl|l stei Washmkemasked him, fAHow does it feel to be f am
minutes. o So began a kinship and coll aboration that fo:
by Pearl stein shows a scene from art class, Warhol gazi

soon amassed a tigkihit crew of friends, including Cantor, who would later join them in New York and marry

Pearlstein.

Philip Pearlstein

Art Class 19461947

"PearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:From Pittsburghto New York" at Andy Warhol Museum,Pittsburgh(2015)
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Philip Pearlstein

StreetFight, 19461947

"PearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:From Pittsburghto New York" at Andy Warhol Museum,Pittsburgh(2015)

The show opens with an image of the three cohorts sprawled on a Carnegie campus lawn. From oativetrospe

view, itbés easy to read their body | anguage as a harbi
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confidently, like a bespectacled pip; Cantor and Pearlstein sit behind him, hugging their legs looking mostly
content, if not a bibemused. Across from the photograph, hang three portraits by Pearlstein depicting him, Cantor,
and Warhol, all from 1950. Faces are built from blocks of color, puzzled together liké &g r | st ei nds i n L

psychedelic hues; €@adtobrodoswnsn saunddiwadhbl destiny portra

From there, the exhibition unfolds from the high school paintings that won Pearlstein his awards and settles on the
work the three friends made in college and during thei
using Pearlsteinasldn of a compass for the entire thing, o says Je:
who organized the exhibition along with Matt Wrbican, |
beginning of the installation, the ambition that Bhilad in high schodl and that Andy had, too, because we have

a beautiful loan from the Warhol family ofasplffor t r ai t t hat Andy made during his
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Pearlstein, Warhol, Cantor: From Pittsburgh to New York, installation, 2015. © The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh.

Pearl steinds continued commitment is reflected in a sel
Italy (he was drafted in ¥, just after finishing his first year at Carnegie Tech). His time in Rome and Florence
was especially influential. There, he visited the Roman ruins and the Vatican collection, and returned to Pittsburgh

with detailed paintings and drawings of soldidrsest on the Spanish Steps or couched in the Italian countryside.

Back in his hometown, Pearlstein continued to explore figuration against city badkdmgdad his fateful meet
cute with Warhol. Spurred by assignments that sent students around Phttsbcagture the city and its people,
Pearlstein and Warhol began to develop their signature &tgiftsn through depictions of the same scenes. In two
works fromthelatdd 9 4 0 s, P $tring Quartet@l948409%) a n d Vidiaof GooderdHal(194G), the
artists each painted a performance from a perch high in the balcony of a concert hall. While boteysetes

interest in the intersection of figuration and abstrac:



characteristics of theooicert goers, while Warhol is more engaged with the environment asdnvimaflee ambience
of the concert, rather than his neighbors. The museum displays an almost exhaustive amount of work from this

period, but the fascinating comparisons to be drawn flomt ar t i st s 6 o mesetatoryg of two pirdsint i ngs

the process of wangling distinctstyiebk e | d t his writerds interest.

Philip Pearlstein

StringQuartet 19481949

"PearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:From Pittsburghto New York" at Andy Warhol Museum,Pittsburgh(2015)
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Andy Warhol

Viewof ConcertHall, ca. 1940

"PearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:From Pittsburghto New York" at Andy Warhol Museum,Pittsburgh(2015)

After | anding in New Yor k, Pearl stein and Warhol moved i
at Carnegie Tech,d says Beck. AThey shared one I|ittle |

were dealing wdidge .quaretsegpridg,e heree ctithe arti stsd styles be
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and the three used the city as their inspiréieach with an eye toward different details. Pearlstein focused more
acutely on portraiture; Warhol on parddwn, cartoonishepictions of everyday objects; Cantor on the angular

lines and sinuous curves of New Yorkdéds skyscrapers, br

Philip Pearlstein

Superman1952
"PearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:FromPittsburghto New York" at Andy WarholMuseum,Pittsburgh(2015)
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Andy Warhol
Campbell'sSoupCan(TomatoRice) 1961

"PearlsteinWarhol, Cantor:From Pittsburghto New York" at Andy WarholMuseum,Pittsburgh(2015)
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